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This brochure is designed to provide the public with information and a 
summary of regulations pertaining to hunting and other recreational use 
on the Apalachicola River Wildlife and Environmental Area. 
Regulations that are new or differ substantially from last year are 
shown in bold print. Area users should familiarize themselves with all 
regulations. For exact wording of the wildlife laws and regulations, see 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s wildlife code, 
on file with the Secretary of State and state libraries. This brochure, the 
Florida Hunting Regulations handbook, and quota permit worksheets 
should provide the information necessary for you to plan your hunting 
activities. These publications are available from any Commission office, 
county tax collector and at MyFWC.com. 
 
Persons using wildlife and environmental areas are required to have 
appropriate licenses, permits and stamps. The following persons are 
exempt from all license and permit requirements (except for quota 
permits when listed as “no exemptions”, recreational use permits and the 
Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp [duck stamp]): Florida 
residents who are 65 years of age or older; residents who possess a 
Florida Resident Disabled Person Hunting and Fishing Certificate; 
residents in the U.S. Armed Forces, not stationed in Florida, while home 
on leave for 30 days or less, upon submission of orders; and children 
under 16 years of age. Children under 16 years of age are exempt from 
the duck stamp. 
 
Hunting, trapping and fishing licenses, and management area, archery, 
muzzleloading gun, wild turkey and state waterfowl permits may be 
purchased from county tax collectors, license agents, the Internet at 
MyFWC.com/license or by telephone at 1-888-486-8356. A no-cost 
Migratory Bird Permit is available when purchasing a hunting license. 
Any waterfowl hunter 16 years of age or older must possess a federal 
duck stamp; available where hunting licenses are sold, at most post 
offices or at duckstamp.com. 
 
QUOTA PERMIT INFORMATION: Quota permits are not required 
for this area. 
 
GENERAL AREA REGULATIONS: 
All general laws and regulations relating to wild animal life or freshwater 
aquatic life shall apply unless specifically exempted for this area. 
Hunting or the taking of wildlife or fish on this area shall be allowed 
only during the open seasons, and in accordance with the following 
regulations: 

1. Any person hunting deer or accompanying another person hunting 
deer shall wear at least 500 square inches of daylight fluorescent-

orange material as an outer garment, above the waistline. This is not 
required during an archery-only season. 

2. Taking of spotted fawn, swimming deer or roosted turkey is 
prohibited. Species legal to take are listed under each season. 

3. It is illegal to hunt over bait or place any bait or other food for 
wildlife on this area. 

4. Driving a metal object into any tree, or hunting from a tree into 
which a metal object has been driven, is prohibited. 

5. No person shall cut, damage, or remove any natural, man-made or 
cultural resource without written authorization of the landowner or 
primary land manager. 

6. Taking or attempting to take any game with the aid of live decoys, 
recorded game calls or sounds, set guns, artificial light, net, trap, 
snare, drug or poison is prohibited. 

7. The wanton and willful waste of wildlife is prohibited. 
8. Hunting, fishing or trapping is prohibited on any portion of the area 

posted as “CLOSED” to those activities. 
9. People, dogs, vehicles and other recreational equipment are 

prohibited in areas posted as “Closed to Public Access” by FWC 
administrative action.  

10. Taking or herding wildlife from any motorized vehicle, aircraft or 
boat, which is under power is prohibited until power, and movement 
from that power, has ceased. 

11. Most game may be hunted from one-half hour before sunrise until 
one-half hour after sunset (see exceptions for each season). 

12. The release of any animal is prohibited, without written 
authorization of the landowner or primary land manager. 

13. The head and evidence of sex may not be removed from the carcass 
of any deer or turkey on the area. 

14. The planting or introduction of any non-native plant is prohibited, 
without written authorization of the landowner or primary land 
manager. 

15. Wild hogs may not be transported alive. 
16. It is unlawful for any person to leave any garbage or refuse, or in 

any way litter in the area. 
17. It is unlawful to set fire to any forest, grass or woodlands. 
18. A Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Law Enforcement 

Officer may search any camp, vehicle or boat, in accordance with 
law. 

19. Fires other than campfires are prohibited. 
20. Digging into or disturbance of archaeological sites, or removal of 

artifacts is prohibited. 
21. The taking of turtles by bucket traps, snares or shooting with 

firearms is prohibited. 
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